
 

September 25, 2016 

Sunday Greetings St. E Families & Friends,  

Many of you are now aware of the devastating fire that took place in the Canby Park homes 
near St. Elizabeth. In the tragedy of the fire, two Wilmington firefighters lost their lives – 

Chris Leach, a 1994 Salesianum graduate and father of three, and Jerry Fickes, also a veteran 
firefighter and father. Our prayers and thoughts are with their families and the close-knit 
community of firefighters and first-responders who grieve the loss of two courageous men of 

dedication and valor.  
 

Several other firefighters were treated at Christiana Hospital and released, including St. 
Elizabeth graduate John Cawthray ’92. Unfortunately, two other firefighters received life-
threatening injuries in the collapse of the floors in the home- firefighters Brad Speakman and 

Ardythe Hope. They were flown to Crozer-Chester Medical Center where they are in critical 
but stable condition.  

 
Ardythe Hope ‘Ardy’ is the mother of two St. Elizabeth students, both of 
whom graduated from the lower school and are now in the high school: 

Ardavia Lee ’19 and Lexi Lee ’18. The girls have an older sister, Aryelle, 
who is a faithful and loving sister in her sisters’ endeavors here at 

school. Ardy is also a frequent sight here at school, bringing the girls 
lunch either from home or Wawa, and occasionally having the fire truck 

take a pit stop at the girls’ sporting events when she is on a duty break. 
She takes great pride in all that they do here and sacrifices to ensure 
they remain here in this Benedictine community. At yesterday’s 

volleyball game, both girls played as they knew she would have wanted 
them to be present for their school and teammates. They played with 

the courage of their mother and with the Hope of her last name.  
 
Keeping our Benedictine charism in our hearts and minds, we pray for a special grace from St. 

Benedict.   
 

Glorious Father Saint Benedict, you who have shown how compassionate you are 
towards the needs of the faithful, let we, who turn to your powerful intercession, 
obtain help from you for our sister Ardythe, as she seeks strength and comfort in 

her recovery from injury. We know there are more difficult times ahead. May her family be 
comforted and protected by the peace and compassion of the prayers, hospitality and 

service offered by this St. Elizabeth community.   
 
Dr. Huck, Mrs. Wecht and I will keep you updated on the situation in the days ahead.  

Many of you have reached out to us about ways in which to help. Thank you for those 
offers. As we become aware of the family’s wishes during this time, we will pass the 

information along as appropriate. They are very grateful for your prayers and thoughts in 
the past two days. Continue to storm the heavens!   
 

In Benedictine Spirit, 

Shirley Bounds, Head of School  


